
Settee, 1950, French, 3-Seat, Upholstered, Red, Velvet, John Piper
Stones of Bath, 6ft5" 198 cm long
John Piper CH

£9,000
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REF: 11262 

Height: 75 cm (29.5") 

Width: 198 cm (78") 

Depth:  82 cm (32.3") 

Description

Incorporating 'Stones of Bath' into this settee is inspired the pipers use of one of the five designs
commissioned for their centenary, 'The Glyders', as loose covers for the chairs at their home Fawley bottom
which John Betjeman called 'Fawley Bum'.

'Stones of Bath' is one of five John Piper (1903-1992) designs commissioned by Arthur Sanderson & Sons
in 1959 for their 1960 centenary celebrations. In 1962 Sanderson's screen printed 'Stones of Bath' on their
Sanderlin fabric, a satinised linen which gave the design a shimmering, restless texture. This was ideally
suited to the play of light depicted on the stone in the architectural repeat of buildings in the city of Bath.

A piece of this fabric which is in the collection of the V&A was exhibited at the John Piper retrospective held
at the Tate Gallery, London, 1983. Reference: 'Artists' Textiles in Britain 1945-1970', Cat. No. 74.

From the late 1950s-early 1960s there was interest in painterly textiles that demonstrated the unique
potential of screen printing, with its ability to capture the quality of brush-stroked color. 'The monumental
grandeur of many artists' textiles in the early 1960s was necessary if they were to work in the large scale
architectural interiors of the era which witnessed a rapid growth in new public buildings, all which required
furnishing with suitably prestigious fabrics'. Artists' Textiles in Britain 1945-1970 by Geoffrey Rayner,
Richard Chamberlain & Annamarie Stapleton. Piper's Places John Piper in England & Wales by Richard
Ingrams & John Piper. Rufey, Celia & Schoeser, Mary English and American Textiles from 1790 to the
present p 220.

2
Howgego Historic & Modern

07974 149 912

lucy@howgegohistoricandmodern.com     howgegohistoricandmodern.com

mailto:lucy@howgegohistoricandmodern.com
//howgegohistoricandmodern.com

