
Sculptors Modelling Stand Tripod Base Adjustable Rotating Tiranti
Vintage, 1950

£2,700
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REF: 11548 

Height: 104.5 cm (41.1") 

Width: 70 cm (27.6") 

Depth:  35.5 cm (14") 

Description

- This sculptor's modelling stand is usable and in working order - It also creates an atmospheric aesthetic
as a display stand for sculpture, object or lamp.

- It has been used for decades and accumulated different materials and colours giving it a unique patina.

Heavy duty and versatile modelling stand. Tubular aluminium legs, which can be folded for storage and
transport. The feet are constructed from steel rollers mounted in gun metal castings and can be locked.
Fitted with a 35.5cm (14Â") top made of 25mm (1Â") exterior grade plywood. This is mounted on a pair of
quadrant castings, which enables the stand to be tilted and locked for low relief work. The top also locks in
a vertical position for storage and transport. The height is adjusted with the heavy duty screw thread and
lock nut.

Measures: Adjustable Height - 104cm to 130cm Depth of tripod base - 69cm

Width of tripod base - 69cm

Square wooden top - 35cm

Double plywood top thickness - 5cm

Alec Tiranti Ltd has been a leading supplier of sculptors equipment since the 19th century. Giovanni (John)
Tiranti founded the Company in 1895, as John Tiranti & Co., in High Holborn, and within a year moved to
Foley Street, London W1. He later moved to 13 Maple Street, W1, where the Company became John
Tiranti Ltd. The Company remained there until 1941, when the building was destroyed by a direct hit with a
bomb. Giovanni Tiranti died in 1926, and his two sons Alec and Dom carried on. Throughout all this time
the Company sold sculptor's tools, materials and equipment as well as new and antiquarian books. They
also published art books. Alec designed the folding modelling stands and concentrated on the tools and
publishing. Dom specialised in rare books (not just in the art field).

When World War Two started, Dom, not eligible for service because he was blind in one eye, went to
America for the duration. Alec went into the National Fire Service and carried on the business in his spare
time. When the Maple Street shop was blitzed, Alec moved what was left of the tools, books and equipment
to Fitzroy Street. He was helped by customer Ron Dunton, who went into the ruins to help salvage what
was possible before the building collapsed completely. Within six months the business was blitzed again
and very little indeed was saved. Alec then carried on in a limited way at 137 Albert Street in Camden Town
where he lived and converted the front bedroom to a shop. The story is told of how, in 1945 at the end of
the war, sculptor Sean Crampton arrived, in uniform, to buy some tools, just in time to help unload some
materials being delivered. During the Albert Street period, Alec's wife joined the business, and in fact she
was a director until she retired in 1991, aged 84.

In 1945, Alec purchased the premises at 72 Charlotte Street, and what little there was of the shop in
Camden Town was moved to the new premises. At this time, Alec's mother came back into the business for
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several years until she died. Being still Italian (and so an alien during the war) she had not been allowed to
be a director of a British Company during hostilities. In 1947, Dom, back from the States, was still only
interes...
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