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REF: 10904 

Height: 39 cm (15.4") 

Width: 32.5 cm (12.8") 

Description

GRAHAM SUTHERLAND, O.M. (BritIsh,1903-1980)
Landscape with Rocks

Watercolour, gouache, ink, pastel and chalk
Executed in 1944.

PROVENANCE : The Artist. Redfern Gallery, London, label verso. Acquired by the late-Maurice Cook, 19th
December 1952.

EXHIBITED : 

Graham Sutherland Drawings of Wales, an exhibition arranged by the Welsh Committee of the Arts
Council, 10th June - 26th October, 1963, cat. no.47.

RELATED TO :. 

Excavators Uncovering Coal Seam Pwll-du, 1943, Leeds Museums & Galleries, No 63 Graham Sutherland
(Hammer). 
Outcast coal production 1943 No 47c (Sutherland DC). 
Folded Hills, 1943, No 68 Graham Sutherland (Hammer)

Rock on an estuary shore No 40, Turin Exhibition 1965
Triple tiered landscape, No 55 Graham Sutherland (Cooper)
Open Cast Coal Production, NMW A 3265

Limestone Quarry (Sheltering Whilst Blasting)' (1943). NMW A 3267

Landscape with Pointed Rocks, 1944, Derek Williams collection NMWA (L) 621

Sheet height 39 cm., 15 ½ in,. Length 32.5cm.,12 ¾ in..
In a black, and gilded, Tuscan cassetta frame
Frame Height 63 cm, 25 in., Length 56 cm., 23 in.
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' With Sutherland the line is seismographic, tentative, seeking its way in planes of strong colour, contrasting
sometimes with black areas, often undecided in its attempt to translate from naturalistic shapes to artistic
forms ' (The dilema of being modern essays on art and literature J P Hodin)

Landscape with Rocks is a significant, picture containing new stylistic features which GS was to make more
elaborate use of in his later, nature paintings. It forms a link between the critical phases of his artistic
development which occupied a period of about four years (1944-8) and affected every aspect of his work;
subject, colour, composition and handling. 

Landscape with Rocks is derived from the work that GS produced for the War Artists Advisory Committee,
inspired by a series produced at an opencast coal mine in Pwll-du near Abergavenny during July/August
1943. In 1944, GS re-visited this subject to conclude the experience and 'pin down its essence'. As it is one
of his independent works, he expresses full stylistic freedom in dissecting and formally reconstructing the
elements to elaborate his original visual experience. Whilst many of the same motifs recur, new ideas start
to appear. He gives up receding perpectives and brings the natural forms closer to the eye and to the
surface of the canvas. He begins to pile planes one above the other rising up the canvas. The landscape
surges upwards in stages, as the foreground of the open cast mine is seen at ground level, and the
artificial, mounds and natural hills appear to be standing on a platform above. This device will appear
constantly from now on and in this work the levels feel integrated although GS goes on to use the platform
to isolate natural specimens from organic context. 

As the element of pictorial space has become shallower, GS focuses on detail and develops groupings of
small forms at the face of the mine and in the hills. This is accompanied by a significant change in pal...
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