
John Piper Chiesa Della Salute Venice, 1959, 4 curtains each
140w, 280h, A Century of Sanderson, Italian inspired design,
English made

£20,000
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REF: 11905 

Height: 280 cm (110.2") 

Width: 140 cm (55.1") 

Description
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JOHN PIPER CH (BRITISH,1903-1992) :CHIESA DELLA SALUTE, VENICE, extremely rare set of 4 large
curtains, each curtain approx 140cm wide and 280cm long

Screenprinted fabric, on a high quality satinised cotton, Sanderlin. Designed in 1959, and printed by
Sandersons, London, 1960 In 1959 the textile and wallpaper manufacturer Arthur Sanderson & Sons Ltd.
commissioned five textiles, which this is part of, from John Piper as part of their 1960 centenarycelebrations
A Century of Sanderson 1860-1960.

It is exceptionally rare to find a set of four fine artist designed curtains from this period. Large pieces of this
design rarely come onto the open market and I have not come across such quantity. They come with an
excellent provenance. Just purchased more information to follow

Condition - these curtains have been hung for many years and the inside edge of each curtain is worn with
some discolouration from exposure to light

Provenance John Kenworthy-Browne FSA. A free-lance art historian, specialising in architecture and
sculpture, chiefly of the neo-classical period. He was Regional Representative for the National Trust, and
lived at Dyrham Park, Gloucestershire, a house which he set up and opened to the public in 1961. Later he
was cataloguer in the Furniture Department at Christie's where he first became acquainted with English
sculpture. He wrote the sculpture entries for the Council of Europe exhibition, The Age of Neo-Classicism
(1972), and numerous articles for Country Life, Apollo, Burlington Magazine, The British Art Journal,
Sculpture Journal and other specialist publications; he also contributed to the Dictionary of Art and the
Oxford DNB. 

This design is derived from a study Piper made of the S. Maria della Salute church on an excursion to
Venice in 1954 for the performance of Benjamin Britten's The Turn of the Screw for which Piper designed
the sets and his wife Myfanwy was the librettist. Returning in 1959 to prepare for an exhibition of his work in
London at the Arthur Jeffress Gallery, this study of the S Maria della Salute church was revisited. Piper
regularly made paintings of the city, and drew illustrations for an edition of Adrian Stokes' book Venice.

Sanderson employed in-house designers, but also chose accomplished free-lance artists to produce
designs. The colours are wonderful and were printed on a high quality satinised cotton, Sanderlin. The
abstract design is in soft shades of ochre, cream, ivory, green blue, sage green, plaster pink and shades of
grey. In exceptional condition.

LITERATURE Simon Martin John Piper. The Fabric of Modernism p 30 Jackson, Lesley 20th century
Pattern Design. p 154 Rayner, Geoffrey; Chamberlain, Richard & Stapleton, Annamarie Artists' Textiles in
Britain 1945-70 p 84 RELATED Related example in the V&A Museum

Santa Maria della Salute (English: Saint Mary of Health) Commonly known simply as the Salute, is aRoman
Catholic church and minor basilica located at Punta della Dogana in the Dorsoduro sestiere of thecity of
Venice, Italy.

It stands on the narrow finger of Punta della Dogana, between the Grand Canal and the Giudecca Canal, at
the Bacino di San Marco, making the church visible when entering the...
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